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Abstract

Recent studies have identified unique small
RNAs, called microRNAs (miRNAs), in colorec-
tal cancer. They can be used to accurately diag-
nose the presence of colorectal cancer and help
predict disease recurrence. Upregulation or
downregulation of specific miRNAs are associ-
ated with the progression of colorectal cancer.
MiRNAs are implicated in tumor metastasis and
cytotoxic drug resistance in colorectal cancer.
Differential expression of specific miRNAs in
tissues and blood offers the prospect of their use
in early detection and screening for colorectal
cancer. MiRNAs may be important targets for
cancer gene therapies, and their manipulation
has potential in both prevention of recurrence
and palliation. In this article, we will review the
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potential use of these biomarkers in early detec-
tion and screening for colorectal cancer.
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